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The amendments are as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 1625

(Purpose: To limit the number of health care
contracts and compacts that the Indian
Health Service may execute for the Ketch
ikan Gateway Borough)
At the appropriate place. insert:

SECTION I. FINDINGS.
Congress finds that-
(I) the execution of more than I contract

or compact between an Alaska native village
or regional or village corporation in the
Ketchikan Gateway Borough and the Sec
retary to provide for health care services in
an area with a small population leads to du
plicative and wasteful administrative costs;
and

(2) incurring the wasteful costs referred to
in paragraph (1) leads to decrease in the
quality of health care that is provided to
Alaska Natives in an affected area.
SECTION Z. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(I) ALASKA NATIVE.-The term "Alaska Na

tive" has the meaning given the term "Na
tive" in section 3(b) of the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602(b».

(2) ALASKA NATIVE VILLAGE OR REGIONAL OR
VILLAGE CORPORATION.-The term "Alaska
native village or regional or village corpora
tion" means an Alaska native village or re
gional or village corporation defined in, or
established pursuant to the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.).

(3) CONTRACT; COMPACT.-The terms "con
tract" and "compact" mean a self-deter
mination contract and a self-governance
compact as these terms are defined in the In
dian Self-Determination and Education As
sistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et. seq.).

(4) SECRETARY.-The term "Secretary"
means the Secretary of Health and Human
Services.
SEC. 3. LIMITATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.-The Secretary shall take
such action as may be necessary to ensure
that. in considering a renewal of a contract
or compact. or signing of a new contract or
compact for the provision of health care
services in the Ketchikan Gateway Borough.
there will be only one contract or compact in
effect.

(b) CONSIDERATION.-In any case in which
the Secretary. acting though the Director of
the Indian Health Service, is required to se
lect from more than I application for a con
tract or compact described in subsection (a).
in awarding the contract or compact, the
Secretary shall take into consideration-

(I) the ability and experience of the appli
cant;

(2) the potential for the applicant to ac
quire and develop the necessary ability; and

(3) the potential for growth in the heal th
care needs of the covered borough.

AMENDMENT NO. 1627

(Purpose: To prOVide for a technical correc
tion to Section 2 concerning the Sault Ste.
Marie)
On page 2. line 7. of Section 2, delete the

word "Tribe" and insert the word "Band".

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the amend
ments, en bloc.

The amendments (Nos. 1625 and 1627)
were agreed to.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill, as
amended, be considered read the third
time, and passed, the motion to recon
sider be laid upon the table, and that
any statements relating to the bill be
placed in the RECORD at the appro
priate place.

OF JUDGMENT
THE OTTAWA AND

INDIANS OF MICHI-

DISTRIBUTION
FUNDS OF
CHIPPEWA
GAN
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider
ation of H.R. 1604 just received from
the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows;
A bill (H.R. 1604) to provide for the divi

sion, use. and distribution of judgment funds
of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians of
Michigan. pursuant to dockets 18-E. 58, 364,
and 18-R before the Indian Claims Commis
sion.

AMENDMENTS NOS. 1625 AND 1627. EN BLOC
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I send

two amendments, en bloc. to the desk
on behalf of Mr. MURKOWSKI and Mr.
INOUYE and ask for their immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Alabama [Mr. SESSIONS).
for Mr. MURKOWSKI and Mr. INOUYE, proposes
amendments numbered 1625 and 1627. en bloc.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that further read
ing of the amendments be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SECTION I. AMENDMENT OF COMMUN[CATIONS
ACT OF [934.

Section 214(e) of the Communications Act
of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 214(e)) is amended-

(I) by striking "(2) or (3)" in paragraph (I)
and inserting" (2), (3). or (6)";

(2) by striking "interstate services." in
paragraph (3) and inserting "interstate serv
ices or an area served by a common carrier
to which paragraph (6) applies,";

(3) by inserting" (or the Commission in the
case of a common carrier designated under
paragraph (6»" in paragraph (4) after "State
commission" each place such term appears;

(4) by inserting "(or the Commission under
paragraph (6))" in paragraph (5) after" State
commission"; and

(5) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol
lOWing:

"(6) COMMON CARRIERS NOT SUBJECT TO
STATE COMMISSION JURISDICTJON.-In the case
of a common carrier providing telephone ex
change service and exchange access that is
not subject to the jurisdiction of a State
commission, the Commission shall upon re
quest designate such a common carrier that
meets the requirements of paragraph (I) as
an eligible telecommunications carrier for a
service area designated by the Commission
consistent with applicable federal and State
law. Upon request and consistent with the
public interest, convenience and necessity,
the Commission may, with respect to an area
served by a rural telephone company, and
shall. in the case of all other areas. designate
more than one common carrier as an eligible
telecommunications carrier for a service
area designated under this paragraph, so
long as each additional requesting carrier
meets the requirements of paragraph (I). Be
fore designating an additional eligible tele
communications carrier for an area served
by a rural telephone company. the Commis
sion shall find that the designation is in the
public interest.".

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
CARRIERS ACT OF 1997

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con
sent that the Senate now proceed to
the consideration of calendar No. 289,
S. 1354.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 1354) to amend the Communica

tions Act of 1934 to provide for the deSigna
tion of common carriers not subject to the
jurisdiction of a State commission as eligi
ble telecommunications carriers.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read the third time, and
passed, the motion to reconsider laid
upon the table, and that any state
ments relating to the bill appear at
this point in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1354) was considered read
the third time. and passed, as follows:

S. 1354
Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRep

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider
ation of the bill?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con
sent that the bill be deemed read the
third time, and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating to the
bill appear at this point in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1511) was deemed read the
third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1511
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION I. CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY.

(a) CLARIFICATIoN.-Section 3165 of the Na
tional Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal
Year 1998 is amended-

(I) in subsection (b)(l). by striking out
"under the jurisdiction" and all that follows
through "Los Alamos National Laboratory"
and inserting in lieu thereof "under the ju
risdiction or administrative control of the
Secretary at or in the vicinity of Los Alamos
National Laboratory"; and

(2) in subsection (el. by striking out", the
Secretary of the Interior" and all that fol
lows through the end and inserting in lieu
thereof "but not later than 90 days after the
submittal of the report under subsection
(d)(l)(C). the County and the Pueblo shall
submit to the Secretary an agreement be
tween the County and the Pueblo which allo
cates between the County and the Pueblo the
parcels identified for conveyance or transfer
under subsection (b).".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.-The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if
included in the provisions of section 3165 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 1998 to which such amendments
relate.
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1970, many of the old, dirty power
plants that were expected to close
down were granted exemptions to the
strict air pollution control require
ments that applied to new facilities.
Yet, twenty years later, these old
plants continue to operate and enjoy a
substantial, unfair competitive eco
nomic advantage over electric genera
tors with pollution control technology.

If ways can be found to assure that
investments are made in clean tech
nologies, pollution of almost every sort
can be sharply reduced and, in likeli
hood, so can electricity rates. Contrary
to the recent wave of doomsday adver
tising paid for by multi-million dollar
electric utility companies, this can be
done without jeopardizing our econ
omy. Vermont has shown how jobs can
be created through renewable energy
and energy efficient technology.

It is clear, Mr. President, that these
new technologies and the expertise in
building and operating them, will be
needed by every nation in the world. If
the United States can be the first to
master these new engines of the future,
we can also be the first to build and ex
port them.

The challenge, Mr. President, is to
find the proper combination of meas
ures. During the coming winter, I hope
and intend to work with my colleagues
and others to identify those measures.

AMENDING THE COMMUNICATIONS
ACT OF 1934

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I would
like to discuss a very important bill
that I first introduced on October 31,
1997. The bill, S. 1354, which is cospon
sored by Senators CAMPBELL, STEVENS,
INOUYE, DASCHLE, and DORGAN, is an
amendment to the Communications
Act of 1934. The amendment enables
the Federal Communications Commis
sion [FCCl to designate common car
riers not under the jurisdiction of a
State commission as eligible recipients
of universal service support.

Universal Service provides intercar
rier support for the provision of tele
communications services in rural and
high-cost areas throughout the United
States. However, section 254(e) of the
Communications Act states that only
an eligible carrier designated under
section 214(e) of the Communications
Act, shall be eligible to receive specific
Federal universal support after the
FCC issues regulations implementing
the new universal service provisions
into the law. Section 214(e) does not ac
count for the fact that State commis
sions in a few States have no jurisdic
tion over certain carriers. Typically,
States also have no jurisdiction over
tribally owned common carriers which
mayor may not be regulated by a trib
al authority that is not a State com
mission per se.

The failure to account for these situ
ations means that carriers not subject
to the jurisdiction of a State commis
sion have no way of becoming an eligi
ble carrier that can receive universal

service support. This would be the case
whether these carriers are traditional
local exchange carriers that provide
services otherwise included in the pro
gram, have previously obtained univer
sal service support, or will likely be
the carrier that continues to be the
carrier of last resort for customers in
the area.

This simple amendment will address
this oversight within the amendments
made by the Telecommunications Act
of 1996, and prevent the unintentional
consequences it will have on common
carriers which Congress intended to be
covered under the umbrella of univer
sal service support.

Mr. DASCHLE. Would this bill have
any effect on the existing jurisdiction
of State commissions over new or in
cumbent local exchange carriers, or
providers of commercial mobile radio
services?

Mr, McCAIN. No, this bill does noth
ing to alter the existing jurisdiction
that State commissions already have
over local exchange carriers or provid
ers of commercial mobile radio services
as set forth in section 332(c)(3) of the
Communications Act. Nor will this bill
have any effect on litigation that may
be pending regarding jurisdictional is
sues between the States and federally
recognized tribal governments. I thank
the Democratic leader for his interest
in this matter.

Mr. DASCHLE. I thank the Senator
for his clarification of this matter.

VETERANS DAY

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of Veterans Day,
that day on which all of us are called
on to honor the sacrifices made for our
country by those who serve in her
armed forces and those who risked or
gave their lives defending her.

It is only right, Mr. President, that
we pay tribute to the brave men and
women who put their country before
themselves in time of danger. On the
beaches of Normandy or in the jungles
of Vietnam, in the South Pacific or the
Persian Gulf, on the shores of Inchon
or the deserts of North Africa, our sol
diers and sailors have defended this
country around the globe, in the face of
bombs, bullets, disease and hunger.
Nothing we do can repay the debt we
owe them. But we must note that debt,
recognize it and make certain our chil
dren know how great it is.

As we remember the brave young
people who have defended our nation in
time of war, we should not forget that
many of them put their lives on the
line for America even though they were
born in a different land. These soldiers
and sailors were not born in this coun
try. But they loved her enough to risk
their lives to protect her.

Over 60,000 active military personnel
are immigrants to this country. More
than 20 percent of reCipients of our
highest military declaration, the Con
gressional Medal of Honor, have been
immigrants. And the most decorated

combat team of World War II was a
regiment made up of the sons of Japa
nese immigrants.

Many immigrants have made the ul
timate sacrifice for our country. More
than once I have told audiences the
story of Nicolas Minue, the Polish born
soldier who served the United States in
World War II. I tell this story because
of the inspiring bravery that is its sub
ject, because of the pride it should
evoke in every American, native or for
eign born.

In Tunisia in 1943, private Minue's
company was pinned down by enemy
machine gunfire.

According to the official report, "Pri
vate Minue voluntarily, alone, and
unhesitatingly, with complete dis
regard of his own welfare, charged the
enemy entrenched position with fixed
bayonet. Private Minue assaulted the
enemy under a withering machine-gun
and rifle fire, killing approximately
ten enemy machine gunners and rifle
men. After completely destroying this
position, Private Minue continued for
ward, routing enemy riflemen from
dugout positions until he was fatally
wounded. The courage, fearlessness and
aggressiveness displayed by Private
Minue in the face of inevitable death
was unquestionably the factor that
gave his company the offensive spirit
that was necessary for advancing and
driv,i,ng the enemy from the entire sec
tor.

America remains free because she has
been blessed with many American he
roes. willing to give their lives in her
defense. Nicolas Minue showed that not
every American hero was born in
America.

Michigan. too, has her share of he
roes. More than once, I have related
the story of Francisco Vega, a citizen
of my state who was born and raised in
San Antonio, Texas, the son of Mexican
immigrants. His father, Naba Lazaro
Vega served in the American Army
during World War I. I tell Mr. Vega's
story because it, too, is one of inspiring
bravery and love of country.

Mr. Vega volunteered for the Army
in October 1942 and served during the
Second World War. He fought for the
Americans in five major battles in Eu
rope, including the crucial landing at
Omaha Beach in Normandy. He was
awarded bronze stars for bravery in
each of these five battles. Mr. Vega was
discharged in December 1945 and came
to Michigan, where he attended the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor
and graduated from Aquinas College in
Grand Rapids. He retired from his own
cemetery business in 1993 and currently
resides in Grand Rapids.

In Vietnam, also, immigrants served
our nation and became heroes. For ex
ample, Alfred Rascon immigrated to
the U.S. from Mexico. At age 20, while
a lawful permanent resident, Mr.
Rascon volunteered to serve in Viet
nam. During a firefight he twice used
his body to shield wounded soldiers. He
was nearly killed dashing through
heavy enemy fire to get desperately


